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of history, so well authenticated, lose any degree
of credibility with the lapse of time. That which
has been clearly proved to be fact, can never be
proved to have been fiction. Suppose, two or
three thousand years hence, another such young
man should peruse these histories perpetuated to
his day, would he not arrive, by the same process,
to the same conclusion ? Certainly, for the sim-
ple reason that the books would be so circum-
stanced by internal marks and external testi-
mony, that he could not deny them without
denying the truth of all history from the begin-
ning of the world. Now we apply this method of
investigation to the Scriptures as thousands be-
fore us have done, and come to the same conclu-
sion that thousands before have reached, and for
the reason that it is impossible to come to any
other. Every time a ship crosses the Atlantic,
there is an additional proof that the science of
navigation is a true science; and every applica-
tion of an honest method of reason to Christian-
ity proves it to be the embodiment of Revealed
Truth, perfectly adapted to the highest welfare of
humanity. The only way of arriving at moral
certainty on any subject is by exhaustive proof
of matters of fact gathered by both processes of
reason, and it is a.sure way. Thus we are just as
certain that the world has ever been full of mat-
ters of fact, as we are that such is its condition
now; and we also know that the longer any by-
gone matter of fact took for its own completion
and settlement in human belief, the easier does
the proof of it at any subsequent period become